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Because of the role senators must play, the time restraints on them, and 
the smaller size of the Senate, the chamber’s legislative scheduling system is 
much more flexible than that of the House, and its deliberative process is 
more informal (see Table 6.1). The Senate has formal rules dictating floor 
procedure, but they are routinely set aside. Instead, the chamber relies on 
unanimous consent agreements that include all senators in scheduling deci-
sions.3 Senators also have significant parliamentary prerogatives, especially 
with respect to their ability to stymie floor action, and senators are not 
reluctant to wield these prerogatives to achieve individual or partisan objec-
tives. As a result, floor decision making can be an uncertain or unsettled 
affair. And, unlike the House, where the majority party led by the Speaker is 
in charge of scheduling, the majority and minority leaders in the Senate con-
sult regularly about the institution’s program and agenda. “I will be work-
ing with my friend, the majority leader,” said the minority leader. “I mean 
we work together every day.”4 The majority leader, however, is ultimately 
responsible for setting the Senate’s schedule of business.

12:30 p.m. Democratic Caucus meeting

2:15 p.m. Meet with Amanda Lott (Helena, MT), with the Arthritis 
Foundation

2:30 p.m. Meet with George Trishman (Twin Bridges, MT) and 
Joe Helle (Dillon, MT), with the Montana Stockgrowers 
Association and Montana Public Lands Council

2:45 p.m. Meet with Jay Skoog (Helena, MT), Bill Lloyd (Helena, MT), 
Robert J. Morrison (Helena, MT), and Gary Simonich (Butte, 
MT), with the American Council of Engineering Companies

3 p.m. Meet with Mike Fiebig and Scott Bosse, with the campaign 
for Montana’s Headwaters

3:15 p.m. Meet with Charlie Briggs (Helena, MT), with Goodwill 
Industries

3:30 p.m. Call students at Big Sky High School (Missoula, MT)

4 p.m. Meet with students from Bentley University

4:15 p.m. Press interview

6:30 p.m. Attend the 2012 Spring Real Estate Roundtable Meeting and 
Policymakers Reception


